
Postings of La Cebadilla Estates Safety, Security & Alerts 
 

 
Date Posted   Issue 

 
December 27, 2015  LCE Alert: Suspicious activity alert 
May 23, 2014  Attempted Break-in 
December 5, 2013  Suspicious Vehicle 
June 1, 2013   Burglaries 
April 17, 2013  Horse Trails 
February 20, 2013  Neighborhood Watch for LCE - participants needed 
February 19, 2013  Home Security Contacts 
February 13, 2013  Burglary 
December 11, 2013  Burglary 
August 8, 2012  Recent Criminal Activity 
August 1, 2011  Mailbox Theft Alert (updated August 10, 2011) 
April 4, 2011   ATVs on horse trails 
April 20, 2010  Burglary 
January 16, 2010  Rabies Alert: Dead Javelina 
January 8, 2010  Burglary 
May 17, 2009  Burglary Information 
May 13, 2009  Rabies alert: Rabid skunk 
January 18, 2009  Mailbox Theft Alert 
March 22, 2008  Recent Lion Sightings 
 

 
Posted: Dec 27, 2015 
 
LCE Alert: Suspicious activity alert 

 
Yesterday (December 26, 20150 at about 6:30 PM, , an LCE resident on Cebadilla Loop reported that 
someone rang his front door bell, then knocked on the door but took off when he went to the door to 
see who it was. Was unable to get a description; no vehicle noted.  There is a PCSD crime report in 
the 49'ers area involving the same tactic.  Suggest that residents pay special attention to activity in 
and around their houses, and perhaps make it a point to use the front light, park a car visibly in the 
driveway as though company's visiting, etc., and report suspicious activity to PCSD.  If you have any 
info, contact Pete (see note at beginning) 
 

 
Posted: May 23, 2014 
 
LCE alert: Attempted Break-in 

 
There was a burglary this morning at the corner of Camino Rinconado and Camino la Cebadilla. At 
approximately 8:30 a.m., the owner of the residence observed a small, older model faded red pickup 
truck driven by a heavyset male driving through her driveway and out toward Redington. A short while 
later, as she was driving toward town, she saw the truck pulled over on Tanque Verde near the 
entrance to 49ers, and then saw it make a u-turn heading back east. When the owner returned home 
at approximately 11:00 a.m. she discovered that her garage had been broken into and the door into 
the house damaged in an attempt to cut the screen and glass. She believes that the driver of the 



truck she saw is the suspect. A report was made to PCSD.  Please contact Pete Ronstadt, Security 
Committee chairman, at xcobre@q.com, 760-1178, if you have any further information. 
 

 
Posted: December 5, 2013 
 
LCE alert: Suspicious Vehicle 

 
There have been reports that a suspicious vehicle has been seen loitering during evening hours on 
cul de sacs in the neighborhood. There is no good description of the vehicle, which on two occasions 
when spotted, immediately turned on bright lights and sped away. Two occupants were seen; no 
description other than they appeared to be adult males. Since we're getting into the holiday season, 
it's a good time to be extra aware of extraneous visitors to our neighborhood.     
Pete Ronstadt, Security Committee 

 

 
Posted: June 1, 2013 
 
LCE alert: Burglaries 
 
On May 23, the neighborhood south of Speedway and east of Freeman reported 2 burglaries . The 
PCSD advises there is a possible suspect vehicle--a 1970's or later Ford pickup, medium brown, no 
plate, small sticker on right side of rear bumper. 
Three possible suspects: 
1. Latino male, 40-50, thin face, small mustache, blue baseball cap. 
2. Anglo male, 19-23, close-cropped light brown hair, red sleeveless tshirt. 
3. Male, no description except possibly a tattoo on his neck, wearing dark "Goth" type clothes. 
They were seen by several people in that neighborhood; appeared to be "casing" residences under 
the pretense of looking for yardwork. 
 
Due to the similarity between that neighborhood and our own, LCE residents are asked to watch out 
for this kind of activity here and cal PCSD if vehicle or suspects are seen. 
 
Pete Ronstadt, Security Chairperson 
 

 
Posted: April 17, 2013 
 
ALERT: Horse Trails  
 
The LCE Board has authorized the placement of several signs on the horse trail areas of lots 57-59. 
 The signs are designed to try and keep ATVs out of the area, and to attempt to limit horse traffic to 
the marked trail areas.  The signs are official LCE signs. 
 

Posted: February 20, 2013 

Neighborhood Watch for LCE - participants needed 

There have been a couple of burglaries in LCE in the past few months. As best as we know at the 
present time, the incidents are unrelated. Nevertheless, the quick timing of the recent events has 
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caused several residents to inquire about LCE starting a “neighborhood watch” program. The Board 
will discuss this at its next meeting. A neighborhood watch program is something that is officially 
sanctioned by the Sheriff’s office, and there are some minimum organizational and operating 
requirements. If a watch is to be created, a significant number of volunteers from the community will 
be needed to organize and staff it. While the Board has not yet had chance to discuss a 
neighborhood watch, it would be helpful if we had some idea as to how many people may be 
interested in becoming involved in such a watch. We do not yet have any details as to how much time 
this may involve for any one person; part of that analysis depends on how many active volunteers 
there are. Thus, we would appreciate it if you could give us an indication of whether you might be 
interested in assisting with a neighborhood watch in any manner, subject, of course, to final details 
that we would all need to obtain and review. Please respond by email to tfdemers@gmail.com if 
you think you could participate in some way in a neighborhood watch program. 

Tim Demers 
President, LCE Board of Directors 
 

 
Posted: February 19, 2013 
 
Home Security Contacts 
 
In view of the recent burglaries in LCE, it is recommended that every resident of La Cebadilla 
analyze his/her  property from an anti-theft protection and home security perspective.  The following 
links to the Pima County Sheriff’s website provide some good information worth reading: 
  
Home Security: http://www.pimasheriff.org/files/4613/1428/9813/HomeSafety.pdf 
  
Home Security Checklist: http://www.pimasheriff.org/files/2812/6929/9304/HomeCkList.pdf 
 

  
Posted: February 13, 2013 

 
LCE alert: Burglary 
 
Sometime during the dark hours Tuesday (Feb. 12) and Wednesday (Feb. 13) the house at Lot 61 
was burglarized. The residents were out of town. Entry was via the front door--a glass pane was 
smashed out allowing the burglar to reach in and undo the lock. A neighbor recalls seeing an older 
model (possibly '70's) light-colored pickup parked on the street nearby. Investigators said it appears 
the burglar(s) tried unsuccessfully to take a large TV entertainment unit from the house, which would 
suggest that they were using a truck. Investigators also said the burglars appeared to be searching 
for  jewelry, cash, etc. as several rooms were ransacked. Although there is a sign in the driveway 
warning of an alarm, no alarm was in operation. Given the location of the house in relation to the 
street, the time and method of entry, it's a good possibility that the burglars knew that the owners 
would be away.    
 
Pete Ronstadt 
Security and Safety Committee Chairman 
 

 
Posted: December 11, 2012 
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LCE alert: Burglary 
 
This morning (Dec 11) at 10:04, the house at Lots 115/116 on Placita El Centeno was burglarized. 
 No one was home at the time. The burglar(s) kicked in the front door of the residence, breaking it in 
two, which set off the audible alarm; then disabled it a few minutes later by shutting off the main 
power.  A few minutes later, the battery backup on the alarm kicked in.  PCSD was notified 14 
minutes after the intial alarm trip and arrived 4 minutes later; suspects had gone.    
 
I live next door and was home, but inside and did not hear the initial trip.  I did hear the second trip, 
but by then the burglars were either gone or leaving.  I saw no vehicles or persons.  According to the 
investigating deputy, Ithis is the latest in what is starting to become a series of high-end residence 
burglaries out in this area--properties just south of Speedway around Wentworth/Freeman roads have 
also been hit in similar fashion. It's possible that in todays case, burglars may have parked their car a 
distance away and come in on foot; if anyone recalls seeing a parked car or people walking through 
the desert area between Pla. Centeno, Pla. Algodon, or Zacate, please give me a call asap so we can 
advise the PCSD.  Also, it goes without saying that all in our neighborhood are asked to be extra 
aware of and report to PCSD any suspicious persons, cars, or activity.   
 
Pete Ronstadt 
Security and Safety Committee Chairman 
 

 
Posted: August 8, 2012 
 
Recent Criminal Activity 

 
There are two incidents to report. It is unknown if they're connected, but my guess is that they are. 

 
At around 6:00 a.m today, Aug 9th, a law enforcement operation involving members of Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement (ICE), FBI, and others from Department of Homeland Security, supported 
by members of Pima County Sheriff's Department, raided the residence at lot 129 on Placita Buen 
Dia. They used a "flashbang" device which creates a loud explosion and bright light flash, intended to 
shock and scare the occupants, to assist in their entry. 
 
My information is that they took at least one person into custody, as well as some property. Given that 
ICE was involved and may have been the lead agency, my guess is that the place was being used as 
part of smuggling operation. From the location of the house, as well as recent modifications to the 
property, it is probably that activity around the house was limited to storage, rather than any 
transactions. No shots were reported fired, and no explosions other than the flashbang, occurred. 
 
In addition, last night at about 11:30 p.m., Aug. 8th, a resident near the east end of Placita el Algodon 
heard their alarm go off and noticed indications of a break-in attempt. They called PCSD.  No one 
was located, but signs of a prowler were confirmed. 
 
Apparently, the raid on the house on Placita Buen Dia is part of several which took place at various 
locations this morning, as part of an operation which involved several different federal agencies. 
Supposedly, public info will be forthcoming.  The people who own the house are in custody. 
 

 
Update: August 10, 2011 
 



The following is some additional info regarding thefts from mailboxes (see post August 1, 2011  
below).  It's beginning to appear that we may have an ongoing problem.  
 
On August 6, discarded items from mail which had apparently been stolen that same day were 
discovered in an empty trash barrel on Placita Las Avenas.  The items had been taken from 
mailboxes on Camino La Cebadilla, Placita el Centeno, and from residences a considerable distance 
to the south of our own neighborhood.  As in the previous occurrences, it appears that USPS mail 
packs and credit cards may have been targeted, although it's impossible to know what else may have 
been taken.  No info is available as to outgoing mail which might have been stolen prior to the mail 
carrier's arrival. 
 
Please take extra precautions about mailing sensitive or valuable items.  Use the big US Post boxes 
or the Post Office if you can.  Because it is possible that the thieves are associated with 
construction/remodeling work in the neighborhood, please try to be extra aware of strange vehicles or 
people near our mailboxes. If you see something you think might be suspicious--it probably is.  It isn't 
always necessary to call the Sheriff's Dept. but it might not hurt to jot down a license plate number 
and description, along with time and location etc. just in case something turns up later. 
 
If you have questions or suggestions, please call me or email me. 
 
Pete Ronstadt 
Security and Safety Committee Chairman 
 

 
Posted: August 1, 2011  
 
Mailbox Theft Alert 

 
On July 26th, someone stole a USPS Priority Mail package from a mailbox on Camino La Cebadilla 
near Placita Las Avenas.  The package contained medical supplies.  The empty box and packing 
invoice were discarded in the vicinity of Camino La Cebadilla and Placita el Centeno.  At present, 
there is no suspect information.   
 
Typically, this type of theft isn't limited to one occurrence; therefore residents are requested to 
promptly check with the sender if expected items appear to be delayed or missing.  If you believe you 
are a theft victim, I recommend a report to the PCSD be made, even if you have no suspect 
information. If you do so, it will be helpful to mention the theft at Placita Las Avenas and Camino La 
Cebadilla Loop, which was reported under PCSD Case No. 110729088.  I'd also appreciate a call or 
email. 
 
Pete Ronstadt 
Security and Safety Committee Chairman 
 

 
Posted: April 4, 2011 
 
ATVs on horse trails 

There have been recent instances of people driving ATVs on horse trails in the neighborhood.  The 
trails are private property.  Additionally, the use of motorized vehicles of any kind on the horse trails is 
not permitted under LCE neighborhood rules. And, for good measure, use of ATVs or other motor 



vehicles for recreation is illegal on any property other than designated areas or trails.  There are no 
such trails in or near our neighborhood.  This means that it's illegal to drive or ride in the Tanque 
Verde Wash as well.  There is a pretty stiff fine for violators.  PCSD has a special detail that 
occasionally hits the trails (not our horse trails) on their own ATVs to the great enrichment of the Pima 
County Treasury.   

If you should see persons using our trails in this way, get a description and notify the PCSD or, if you 
know them, please remind them of our rules and the law.  I would also appreciate hearing about any 
such encounters.  Thanks. 

Pete Ronstadt 
Security and Safety Committee Chairman 
 

 
Posted: April 20, 2010 
 
Burglary Alert 

 
On Saturday, April 16, 2010, LCE residents living on the southwest corner of Cebadilla and Placita 
Las Avenas were burglarized.  Residents had left the house at approximately 8 AM.  Just prior to 3 
PM, female resident dropped her grandson off nearby to pick up his vehicle, but neither she nor he 
entered the house at that time.  Shortly after 3PM, the resident  returned, parked in the garage and 
entered the rear of the house. A few minutes later while walking toward the front area of the house 
she noticed a pillow minus its slipcase lying on the floor in the hall.  She also noticed that 
their portable telephone set was missing.  She contacted her husband on her cell phone and 
advised him of the circumstances; he quite properly told her  to leave the house immediately and call 
911.  Investigation showed that several jewelry items which had either been in plain sight or in 
unlocked drawers were missing, as well as the portable phone.  It is probable that the missing 
pillowslip was used to carry the items.  It appears that the homeowner may have surprised the 
thieves, as other relatively portable valuable items were not taken nor did the house appear to be 
ransacked.  A spare key to the residence is missing. The front door was found to have been unlocked 
from the inside and was presumably the exit point.  Two sets of footprints led from there northward to 
Avenas.  No vehicle was seen or heard.  At present, I don't have info on point and method of entry.  
The house is equipped with an alarm system, but it was not set at the time of the burglary.  If anyone 
has info on suspicious people who might have been seen in or around that area yesterday around 
3PM, or other info which might be pertinent to this incident, I'd appreciate a call or email.  If and when 
additional information becomes available, I'll pass it along. 
 
Pete Ronstadt 
Security and Safety Committee Chairman 
 

 
Posted: January 16, 2010 
 
Rabies Alert – Dead Javelina 

A resident living on Calle Cartamo reports that Pima County Animal Control has confirmed that a 
dead javelina found near Placita Cartamo had rabies. It was first seen Saturday, Jan 9, near the 
resident’s horse corrals, acting lethargic and uncoordinated, but then attacked the resident’s dog 
before collapsing and dying. It appeared to have been alone, but because javelina are by nature herd 
animals it is entirely possible that others in the area may have been exposed to or have contracted 



rabies. Rabies is transmitted to other mammals via blood, saliva, or other body fluid. Virtually all 
mammals are capable of contracting the disease. If you observe one which appears sick or is acting 
in a non-typical fashion, please make sure you and your pets avoid contact with it if at all possible. If 
you come across a dead animal with no apparent signs of physical injury, call Pima County Animal 
Control at 243-5900. They may or may not respond, depending on the circumstances reported to 
them, but at least they’ll have the info. If you are going to dispose of it yourself, use a plastic trash 
bag which can be sealed with duct tape and you should avoid handling the carcass directly. Use 
tongs and gloves. Anything which comes in contact with the carcass should be put in the bag as well. 
It can then go in the garbage, or to the dump. (The virus does not survive very long after the host 
dies.) If the animal is presenting an immediate hazard—attacking people or pets, etc, call 911. Az. 
Game and Fish can also be notified of a non-emergency sighting, at 628-5376, during regular 
business hours, but they do not normally have an emergency response capability. 

Please keep an extra eye on your pets’ whereabouts, both on and off your property and take care that 
their food and water is not shared with wild mammals. Please make sure that their rabies shots are 
up-to-date. Even if they are, if your pet is bitten or comes in physical contact with a suspected rabid 
animal, you’ll need to call your vet as soon as possible to get a booster. If you or your pet are 
attacked and YOU come in physical contact with the animal or blood, saliva or other body fluids, 
contact your doctor immediately. You may need to get treatment, which by the way is not nearly as 
traumatic as it used to be. If you walk or hike, with or without pets, you may want to consider taking 
along a good size sturdy stick (a golf club might fill the bill) to help fend off an attack. If you have such 
an encounter, I’d appreciate a call or e-mail.  

Pete Ronstadt 
Security and Safety Committee Chairman 
 

 
Posted: January 8, 2010 
 
Burglary Alert 

On Wednesday, Jan. 6, a residential burglary was reported on Placita El Centeno.  Time of 
occurrence was between 9:45 and 11:15 AM, while the residents were absent.  Entry was apparently 
gained by bumping a sliding glass door on the east side of the house off its track.  No glass was 
broken.  The entry point was at a location not visible from the street or front driveway.  The only items 
known at this point to have been taken were a large flat-screen TV and a Mac laptop computer.  
There were no obvious signs of a house-wide search, and investigators believe that the burglars may 
have been motivated to haste for fear of tripping an alarm. 

CSIs have recovered some physical evidence, but no information as to suspect or suspect vehicle 
exists at this point.  Due to the size of the stolen TV, it’s probable that a vehicle was used.  This 
burglary is somewhat unusual because of the relatively tight time frame; that the residence in 
question is toward the end of a cul-de-sac; and that the burglars most likely drove into the driveway 
so their car wouldn’t be visible from the street or to neighbors.  This would generally decrease their 
chances of escape if discovered.  The possibility exists, therefore, that the burglars may have been 
keeping track of the residents’ coming and going.  It’s also quite possible that they may have followed 
a more common MO, which is to approach the house, knock or ring the bell, and if the door is 
answered, state that they’re looking for work or and address, etc., otherwise, go around the back or 
side and make entry. In this regard, if you have or know a neighbor who has experienced this kind of 
approach recently, or if you have seen suspicious vehicle(s) or persons loitering, please give me a 
call.  This is to try to generate investigative leads for the PCSD.   



Pete Ronstadt 
Security and Safety Committee Chairman 
 

 
Posted: May 17, 2009 
 
Burglary Information 

On 23 April at about 2:20 PM, an LCE resident who had been working all night was at home 
preparing to go to sleep heard the front doorbell ring, accompanied by repeated knocking on his front 
door.  He looked out from an upstairs window in time to see an individual walking from the house out 
to the street where a car appeared to be waiting and then appeared to be returning to the house 
before passing from view.   

The resident, who is a retired Police Officer, believed that this had all the earmarks of a burglary 
attempt in progress. He dressed and armed himself, went downstairs and saw that what appeared to 
be same individual had come in through a rear patio gate and was now at the back door trying to get 
in.  The individual was wearing a “Hulk” comic book character mask and had a handie talkie radio.  
When the individual spotted the resident, he fled out to the street.  The resident saw him talking on 
the HT radio as he fled.  The resident grabbed his cell phone, got in his car and got moving in time to 
see the suspect get into a purple or maroon Nissan Pathfinder SUV.  He followed the fleeing vehicle 
north on Cebadilla Loop to Redington, then east to Camino Rinconado, also dialing 911 and advising 
on the situation for  PCSD response.  The suspect vehicle turned north on Rinconado and went past 
Sorgo (BAD mistake for the burglars). The LCE resident pulled over and waited for the suspects to 
realize that there wasn’t any way out except to return back toward Redington. When they did, the 
Deputies and the LCE resident were waiting for them.  Three suspects were arrested.  The two who 
had been waiting in the car had outstanding warrants (I don’t know what they were for).  As of this 
time, I do not have any more info on the suspects case status, but imagine they’re out on bail. The 
resident believes that the suspects may have been “temp” employees of the yard maintenance 
contractor he had been using, as the vehicle looked familiar. 

This type of burglary M.O. is quite common and presents relatively low risk to the burglars unless 
they’re actually caught in the act.  If you are approached by someone knocking on the door looking 
for work or directions, or if you see that type of activity at your neighbor’s house, and can do so 
safely, try to get a car and person description, plate number, date and time, even if the situation 
doesn’t appear to warrant calling the Sheriff’s Department.  If something turns up later, your 
information will be invaluable. 

I don’t have any reports of any other activity which might be related to the Apr. 23 incident.  If anyone 
has information on this or other activity which might be of interest, please give me a call—760-1178-- 
or send me an email at xcobre@msn.com 

Pete Ronstadt 
Security and Safety Committee Chairman 
 

 
Posted: May 13, 2009 

Rabies alert: Rabid skunk found on Camino Cartamo 
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There has been a confirmed case of a rabid skunk at 13905 E Camino Cartamo at the Kowalczk 

residence. They had a litter of kittens that was attacked by the skunk, which was later killed. The 

skunk bit and scratched the kittens and tried to attack Desiree’s husband when he went out to feed 

them in the morning. Later, since he was exposed to the saliva of the skunk found on the kittens, he 

had to get rabies shots.  Most of the kittens had to be put down. 

 If you see a skunk out during the day or acting unusual, keep your distance and call Animal Control 

at 243-5900. Check their website at www. pimaanimalcare.org.   Please report to them any incidents 

of potentially rabid animals. They will come out and investigate, usually within 1-4 hours.  Rabies 

shots are only available through the emergency room, not primary doctors. 

If you would like to contact Desiree Kowalczk for more information about her experience, she would 
be glad to talk with you.  Her cell is 891-7105. 
 
 

 
Posted: Jan 18, 2009 
 
Mailbox theft alert 

 
I was contacted recently by an LCE resident who lives on the western portion of the Cebadilla Loop.  
She was the victim of mailbox theft on Dec. 16.  At that time she had put mail including checks for 
payment of various bills (water, power, etc.) in her mailbox for pickup, putting the flag up as usual.  
She did not learn of the thefts until a few days ago, when it became apparent that some  bills were 
overdue.  She was also contacted by an  employee where she banks who said that an individual had 
tried to cash a check there.  The employee knows the victim, and realized that she was not the 
individual trying to cash the check.  The employee refused to cash the check (which had apparently 
been "washed"--i.e., the original amount removed and a different, much higher amount substituted--), 
but did not hang onto the check or notify the police.  
 
In many cases, especially in our neighborhood, mailbox thefts can be impulse crimes of opportunity.  
Previous instances here have involved construction or landscape employees "casually" rifling through 
mailbox contents, especially if they have had the opportunity to observe the homeowner putting the 
mail in the box on his or her way out. In other cases, however, I'm advised that mailbox thieves will 
cruise a  neighborhood on or about bill-paying time of month, look for flags up, and do their thing as 
quickly and inconspicuously as they can, saving the sorting process for later.  
 
The USPS doesn't really offer much in the way of assistance, nor can regular law enforcement, 
unless they get some investigative leads.  That's where we might be able to help.  First, if you might 
also be a recent mail theft victim, please try to make a report to the Pima Country Sheriff's 
Department.  Although they won't actively work the case (unless they have some info to follow up on), 
reports help to let them know that we're having a problem, and they will adjust their patrol activities 
accordingly. Second, be alert for people and/or vehicles loitering.  You might take a plate number or 
description, location and time for future reference in the event we learn of a problem.  Third, you 
might want to consider putting any mail which has checks or other sensitive info into the big 
mailboxes at the Post Office, shopping centers, etc, instead of your residential box. It might be more 
inconvenient, but so is having to explain to the power company why they shouldn't turn off your lights. 
If you have been a recent mail theft victim, or if you have other info or ideas you'd like to share, I'd 
appreciate a call. Also, please pass this info along to your neighbors who might not be on the email 
list. 
 



Pete Ronstadt 
Security and Safety Committee Chairman 
 

 
Posted: March 27, 2008 
 
Recent Lion Sightings 

 
Recently the Az Game and Fish Department sent out info regarding a mountain lion sighting in the 
neighborhood.  As of yesterday, that is the only report they have on record of lion sightings in our 
area.  However, sighting incidents NOT on record with AGF indicate that we may have a problem.  
Over the last two months: 
  
Northeast quadrant of Zacate and Cebadilla:  App. two months ago, at 11:45pm, resident looked out 
her daughter's bedroom window and saw in the light of a full moon a mountain lion looking back at 
her.  The lion then walked north toward a neighbor's property. 
 
North side of Redington, east of Cartamo:  Late Feb. at approximately 5:45pm, resident sitting with 
small children in patio, took kids inside.  Shortly afterward, her husband noticed lion sitting on wall, 
directly above where she and kids had been a few minutes earlier.  Lion stayed around.  Sheriffs 
Deputies responded, lion reluctant to leave.  Eventually AGF responded.  AGF almost at the point of 
dispatching the lion, which had been watching the kids and others inside the house, but lion then left, 
after having been either on the wall or just behind it, for more than three hours.  Lion didn't appear ill, 
but didn't show typical shyness around humans or houses. AGF personnel say they think there might 
have been a second one nearby as well. This was the incident reported to AGF, who regard this not 
as a "sighting" but as an "encounter".   
 
Tanque Verde Guest Ranch, on nature trail:  Sunday, Mar. 23, app. 8:00am.  Guests and others 
reported a lion app. 7 ft. up in a tree.  It was not aggressive, but showed no inclination to run away.  A 
short while later other individuals reported seeing two lions together on the trail.  Unknown if there 
were three lions total, or just two. Speculation is that it might have been a mother with two almost-
grown cubs. 
 
Redington just west of Sorgo:  Thursday Mar.27 (today) at app. 8:40 AM.  Woman walking with 
children and a stroller and a dog had just turned west on Redington when lion ran north across 
Redington app. 25 ft in front of her. May have been startled by a passing car.  Showed no interest in 
her, her children or dogs, but had obviously been lying in the brush just south of the street. 
 
There is talk of other recent sightings, but the ones I've mentioned are the ones I can verify.  Those 
involved have been urged to report the sightings to AGF so they can start building an info file.  
Needless to say, one isolated event usually doesn't provoke much of a response; several verified 
sightings indicate a problem that needs to be addressed.  If you have first hand info regarding a 
previous recent lion sighting or encounter please call AGF. Since their resources are extremely 
limited, information will help them decide on priorities. The AGF agent responsible for this area is 
Hans Koenig.  His cell phone is 975-6150, or you can call the AGF office at 628-5376.   
 
If you should see a lion, please remember: 
 
These are critters at the top of their food chain.  You, your kids and animals are food.  If they are 
threatening you, or acting strangely in your backyard etc., you have the right to defend yourself, 
family and animals.  This includes killing the animal provided you do so safely. 



 
Although you should notify AGF as soon as you can, you can also call 911 (the PCSD will respond).  
This is especially true if the animal appears to be an immediate threat (I.e., is stalking, or refuses to 
leave the yard or driveway, etc.) AGF is NOT capable of emergency response, but can eventually get 
trackers and/or dogs if necessary.   
 
Make sure is in fact a lion--not a bobcat--.  Lions are usually considerably bigger than bobcats, but 
the tail is the real giveaway.    A bobcat has a short (3-8 inches) one; a lion's is almost the length of 
the whole body.  Many people think the tail shape looks like those velvet crowd ropes you see in a 
theater that hang in a shallow arc. 
 
The brochure that AGF sent out with the recent letter has some tips on dealing with encounters.  If 
you can't find yours, call me and I'll get you one. 
 
Finally, remember that lions cover a large range.  This means that they may be around  for a while, 
then disappear, but come back every so often.  The more food sources and water there are in our 
neighborhood, the more often they'll be inclined to return and hang around.  Drought and urban 
expansion make neighborhoods like ours even more attractive.  Deer are probably the primary wild 
food for lions, along with javelina.  Pets, young livestock and, unfortunately, humans, make 
satisfactory substitutes. We can't do too much about the domestic lion menu, but please discourage 
the wild animals from taking up residence by limiting outdoor water sources as much as you can, not 
leaving pet food out, etc.   
 
I hope this info will be informative, but not frightening. Part of the tradeoff for the setting of 
our neighborhood is the occurrence of potential problems such as this.  Common sense and 
awareness helps to keep them manageable. 
 

Pete Ronstadt 
Security and Safety Committee Chairman 
 

 
End of Postings 

 

 

 
 


